
   

 

The  

Wesley Witness 
  Newsletter No. 6   Wesley United Methodist Church     June 2018 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus  

Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 
 

 

 Summer Worship 

at Wesley 

9:30  Coffee Fellowship 

10:00  Worship Service  

 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   

 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
 

Contact us at: 
 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
 

701-772-1869 

 
 

To contact Pastor Jerry: 
 

Jerry.bass@gra.midco.net 

or  

701-775-5696 (cell) 

 

Pastoral Transition 

July 1 will mark our transition 
of pastors as Jeff Lathrop and 
Holly, Noah, and Izaiah will join 
us in worship for the first time as 
our pastoral family.  We hope 
that everyone will plan to be in 
attendance to meet and greet 
them as we join together for a 
pancake brunch following the 
service. In preparation for their 
arrival, volunteers have been 
busy repainting and otherwise 
preparing our new parsonage. 
Pastor Jeff will be offering his 
first Wesley sermon on July 8. 

Pastor Jerry’s final Sunday 
with us as interim pastor will be 
June 24. We hope that you will 
plan to be  in attendance that 
day as well. 
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Unsung Heroes 

Nearly every Sunday for the past year, I have had the privilege to step 
into the pulpit and lead worship at Wesley.  In doing so, the attention of the 
congregation is on me, the pastor.  But, even as I receive the notice of the 
people, there are so many others in our congregation who have worked behind 
the scenes so that the worship services and other activities are carried out 
effectively.  I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of our 
“unsung heroes.” 

In doing so, I am not going to use any names, for there are more 
persons than can be identified on this one page, and I don’t want to list some 
and not others.  You heroes know who you are, and many of you readers 
know who they are as well.  They are the person who fills the candles with oil 
so that they burn brightly during our services in holders of brass polished 
regularly to a metallic glow.  They are the person who comes in every Monday 
to count the Sunday offering and make sure that moneys are deposited 
accurately.  They are the person who makes sure that there are no weeds in our 
beautiful beds of flowers on the south side of the church.  They are the person 
who waters and prunes the plants on the chancel.  They are the person who 
volunteers to help in our Sunday school.  They are the person who pieces a 
quilt to warm a person in need of a loving gesture.  They are the person who 
arrives early every Sunday to make sure that coffee and treats are ready for our 
times of fellowship.  They are the person who takes time to organize and clean 
our kitchen; to operate the dishwasher after potlucks and funeral meals; to 
organize the resource room supplies for Sunday school; to chaperone a youth 
activity; to put together our UMCOR kits; to organize persons to bring food to 
a soup supper; to schedule our ushers or lay readers or sound board operators; 
to …; to …; to … 

You see how this list can go on and on, for there are so many who give 
of their time and talents to support the work of our church, whose activities 
are rarely seen and rarely acknowledged.  They don’t do this for acclaim; they 
do this for love – love of God, love of church, love of others. 

But let me not continue to talk of “they”; let me talk of “you,” for many 
of you are indeed those unsung heroes.  And many others of you could be as 
well.  We have many tasks that need to be done at Wesley, and some of those 
may be just the right fit for your talents and your time.  So, look around, watch 
for requests for volunteers, see what might need to be done that is not cared 
for at the present time, step forward – volunteer.  Your name may not go up in 
lights, you may receive few words of thanks, your compensation may only be a 
special sense of God’s blessings – and isn’t that truly enough? 

So, thank you, thank you, Wesley’s unsung heroes.  

Know how much I and others appreciate what you do! 
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 BIRTHDAYS 
  1  Pam Cote 

  2 Carolyn Strand 

 James Johnson II 

 Nicholas Hudson 

  3 Cleo Rowe 

  4 Jane Brown 

  6 Benjamin Batstone-Cunningham 

 Andrew Burgess 

10 Emily Hudson 

 Eliese Baird 

11 James Johnson III 

12 Anthony Blake 

13 Mavis Willert 

 Dawn Boyd 

 Emily Rash 

16 Mark Potratz 

 Nicholas Neumiller 

17 Joyce Kramer 

 Joyce Wicklund 

 Beverly Hopman 

 Greg Bryson 

 Stephen Murphy 

 Cameron DeMaster 

19 Bev Ford 

 Tamara Rutherford 

20 Jeanette Lindquist 

 Taylor Tingwald 

22 Iris Root 

 Vernon Herbel 

23 Markus Van Camp 

25 Janice Tollefson 

27 Snookie Register 

28  James Kramer 

 

28 Carla Hudson 

 Alex Martin 

29 Jennifer Antes 

 Gene Davis 

30 Lew Schaper 

 Kenneth Janes 

 Kayli Staskivige 
   

 ANNIVERSARIES 
  1 Lew & Nancy Schaper 

 Brian & Nancy Holm 

 Alex & Brittany Peterson 

  2 Lonnie & Carol Lamberson 

  6 James & Frances McConnell 

 Neil & Cleo Rowe 

 Jerry & Marlene Nolte 

  8 Arthur & Margaret Hillman 

 David & Susan Guseman 

 Rick & Coleen Asche 

 Ben & Katie Holien 

12 Steve & Betsy Schlasner 

13 Rev. Jerry & Gail Bass 

16 Jake & Racheal Ann Johnson 

17 Daryell & Mary Ferguson 

 Heath & Kristina Schafer 

18 Bob & Dawn Boyd  

20 Edward & Marian Van Duyn 

 Duane & Aileen Sandwick 

 Mark & Kim Potratz 

23 Gordon & Pat Henry 

27  James & Joyce Johnson II 

 Bill & Dyana Beaton 

 David & Diane Daucsavage 

28 Jim & Mary Antes 
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                     OFFERING RECEIVED  

                 2017      2018 

Prepaid           

Pledges          $860.00     $5,780.00  

    

January   $30,008.22   $21,211.31 

February   $17,884.95   $17,843.01 

March   $21,161,86   $15,372.00 

April    $25,012.07   $20,381.05 

May    $23,298.36   $14,186.11 

June    $19,875.01 

July    $20,196.81 

August   $13,769.38 

September  $16,844.35 

October   $21,174.21 

November $15,899.90 

December  $32,758.61 

________________________________    

   Total      $258,743.73    $88,993.48 

          

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
 

May 6  162 

May 13  113 

May 20  113 

May 27   55 

 

 

 
 

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is Welcome! 

For questions,  

call Helen DeMaster  

 701.772.3584 

50 Days, Five Years, $250,000 

Thank you, thank you!! 

At the start of the Easter season, 

we announced an effort to raise 

money to support the facility 

needs of our church.  We set an 

ambitious goal of $250,000, to 

be paid through pledges over 

the next five years.  As of this 

date, we have received promises 

of support of over $200,000, 

with nearly one fourth of that 

amount already received in cash.  

These funds will be used for 

three purposes: to help pay 

down the mortgage for the new 

parsonage, to replenish our con-

tingency fund for future capital 

needs, and to provide support 

for the next upgrades/ refurbish-

ing of our church building.  

Watch for progress on that last 

purpose in the coming months. 

So, we thank all who have 

offered their support for our 

church. It’s not too late to join 

them, by pledging any amount. 

Our future is brighter because of 

your generosity! 
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Children’s Sunday School music 

Another successful year completed!  Thank you again for bringing 
your children to Wesley’s Sunday School program.  I truly enjoy work-
ing with them, as they inspire me to keep the music fresh and uplift-
ing.  Enjoy your summer!!! 

 

Youth Group 
The leaders enjoyed our time working with the Wesley youth, getting 
to know them better as they mature in their faith journeys.  Parents, 
as you and your families enjoy your summer, please be thinking about 
the Youth Group and encourage your youth to reach out to the lead-
ers with ideas and suggestions as to what they would like to do when 
we reconvene in the Fall.  We will have a summer launch meeting later 
in the summer once Pastor Jeff gets on board and we have a chance to 
visit with him.  Enjoy your summer and be safe in your travels – 

With blessings to all – Kellie Burgess 

Dakotas Annual Conference 

Hundreds of laypersons and clergy from United Methodist 

churches in North and South Dakota will gather June 7-9 in 

Sioux Falls for the Dakotas Annual Conference.  Representing 

Wesley will be Jessica Zerr and Judy and Dave Christy, as well 

as Pastor Jerry and Pastor Jeff.  During the three days of this 

yearly gathering, delegates will debate and adopt various 

measures, including the Conference’s annual budget; elect 

delegates to the upcoming Called General Conference; 

participate in inspiring worship services, renew old 

acquaintances; and celebrate the ordination, commissioning, 

and appointment of clergy. Watch for reports of action at 

Annual Conference in future newsletters and in worship at 

Wesley. 
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 United Methodist Women  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIFT FOR MISSION CARDS 

This is a way to honor someone with an undesignated gift in her 

or his name of at least $5 or more.  These funds support the 

total program of mission carried out through United Methodist 

Women National.  The available cards say ‘Thank You,’ 

‘Congratulations,’ ‘In the Service of Christ,’ ‘Baby,’ or ‘Special 

Day.’  They may be obtained from the UMW Secretary/

Treasurer, Linda Juntunen.  

BOX TOPS 

We hope everyone is saving BOX TOPS (for local schools) and 

POP TABS (for Ronald McDonald house), they need to be turned 

in by August 1 in the church containers in the kitchenette.  

Thank you. 
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Servant Leadership Team meeting minutes April 18, 2018 

Meeting called to order at 7:21 p.m 

Present: Pastor Jerry Bass, Jessica Zerr (Chair), John Martin, Kyle Whitcomb, Berniece 

Holm, Andrea Snortland, Brittany Peterson, Judy Christy, Kelsey Tretter, Rick Asche, 

John Galegher, Guest: Pastor Jeff Lathrop.    Absent: Anne Bryson, Bill Kerzman 

Devotion: Pastor Jerry - History lesson that 145 years ago the Methodist Church was the 

first organized in the city of Grand Forks (1873).  

Prayer: Thanks for history & opportunity 

Approval of March 2018 meeting minutes: Corrections -Signage change to John 

Martin; change Marcy 16-18 to March; Change Rich to Rick Asche; Change Judy 

Christ to Christy; Change my Jessica to by Jessica.  Motion to approve, with correc-

tions, by John G.; second by John M.; approved. 

Old Business/reports 

1. Follow-up for Capital Campaign - John G:  

- $136,000 has been pledged so far; $41,000 of that has been submitted so 

far. 

- There have been 2 gatherings at parsonage; helping answer people’s ques-

tions and remind others to send in their pledge cards.  We can let people 

know they can change their donation/pledge as life changes.  

- Pastor Jerry will be sending emails; then maybe phone calls in about 10 

days (the 1st week of May) to follow up and to remind people to submit 

pledge cards.  He may ask for volunteers to help make calls and will have 

a script for anyone willing to help. 

- There will be a celebration meal/brunch on Sunday, May 20 between wor-

ship services. A clipboard will be circulated during the Sunday services to 

sign up volunteers. The menu planned includes egg bakes, juice, fruit, and 

muffins. 

2. Financial Report:  

Balance Sheet highlights: 

$45 donated so far for Spirit Lake/Comfort kits  

Donations for Lamberson Family  

$21,000 currently in general fund account 

Balance sheet shows an account called “Sanctuary Enhance-

ment”, which will be changed to “Capital Campaign” 

            Treasurers Report 

Apportionments to the Conference will be paid by end of April.  

           A question was raised as to funding for church signage. Where can we get 

funds from? A couple possible funds include building fund, or trustees fund; 

more info on signage below. 

3. Parsonage preparations: 
- Kyle W. reported that the plan is to have the parsonage ready for move in 

by June 11, 2018.  By May 31st should be done with painting and tighten-

ing railings; there isn’t a lot to do.  

- Rick A. has a contact to pass along to Kyle W. and John M. for carpet 

cleaning. 

- Check garage for lawn mower and snow blower (Let Pastor Jeff know so 

he knows whether to sell his snow blower or bring it) 

- Tech needs- no land line needed, possibly pay ¼ cell phone bill(?); John 

G. will work with Pastor Jeff to determine what is reasonable. 
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Remember: Our summer worship schedule 
begins May 27: One service at 10:00. 

- Pastor Jeff and Jessica will continue their conversations and let us know 

about any needs.  

- Discussed traditions about getting house ready for pastor and family.  

Further discussion needed, and plans will be made. 

- It was noted that there is a collection of manuals left at the parsonage. 

4. Signage progress report:  

- Berniece H. reported that the plan is to have Phase 1 (the sanctuary level) 

signage done by early summer; Phase 2 (Sunday school/office wing) by 

fall 

- John M. is looking at pricing vinyl lettering for some glass 

- Other items being looked at include: 

-color coded rooms, maps, names of rooms 

-Blueprint to look at to make it to scale 

- plan to present a plan and pricing by next meeting  

  5.   Summer building usage by outside groups 

 - YMCA will most likely use it again for a rain location for Adventure Camp 

(contact should be made by mid-May) 

 - Northern Valley Youth Orchestra music camp for 1 week in August; $200 

donation from youth orchestra was made.  It was suggested that we should 

see if we can get them to play some time on a Sunday!? 

New Business:   

 6. Election of Lay members of Annual Conference: We are allotted 3 people to 

participate this year.  Lay members are allocated to balance out total number of 

clergy attending. One person designated as Wesley’s Lay Member of Annual 

Conference, along with 2 others as Lay Equalization members. The dates for 

Dakotas Annual Conference this year are June 7 (travel on June 6) through 

Saturday, June 9. There is money in the budget for registration and expenses. 

Suggested nominations: Jessica Zerr, Judy Christy, and Kelsey Tretter, 

Pat Henry. Please keep thinking and looking at the calendar to see 

if people want to/are able to go. Jerry will let the Conference office 

know we should be able to send 3 this year.  

7. Committee/Group to work with the Nepali Congregation on building use 

Some considerations include: clear expectations; supervision of children 

in nursery; weekly usage/scheduling use of building with the office; 

Sanctuary and tech/soundboard use ; Safe Sanctuary policy and 

procedures; need better communication and who to contact; cur-

rently paying $150/month; find out the roles of their church and 

who to talk to and sign papers; limitations on who can use the 

church and who has keys; 

Committee should have Pastor, trustee, music, education; volunteers include Judy 

C., Rick A., possible Anne B. as Trustees representative, with Pastor Jerry and 

Jessica Z.  Pastor Jerry will contact Marge about participating and will put a 

list of concerns together. 
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8. Technology in worship: ideas/opportunities/ requests 

-  Steve Schlasner was looking into replacing computer desk that is unsta-

ble. The group agreed that he has permission to buy a new desk and 

possible cabinet to hide the extra stuff in the sound booth. It seems the 

new soundboard fits well in the booth, but there is still an issue with 

extra stuff 

-  Mark and Jan Hoffmann have offered to purchase an 80-inch Samsung 

TV monitor for about $2,000 plus wall mount for $3500 total donation 

and would ask John Nygaard to do the mounting and electrical work.  

Kyle made a motion to accept this offer; Bernice seconded. Discussion 

followed: 

-  Jerry asked Jeff for his opinion about projector versus TV screen; Con-

versation between all about placement, not blocking sound of organ, or 

covering cross; what type of light in the projector; and glare; also, what 

would we do with the projector if we did go with the TV; would 1 or 2 

monitors be best?  All agreed to have HB Sound and Light come in and 

give us suggestions and estimates to determine what the best option is, 

and what would be the best use of money. Jerry will call for consult. 

Thanks to Mark. Will continue this discussion next month.  

 

9. Summer Worship schedule: 

 -  After long conversation and some history on summer worship infor-

mation, it was agreed to have one 10:00 am worship service beginning Me-

morial Day weekend, May 27. 

 -  Try to have a Praise service once a month as musicians are available. 

 -  Table conversation for future about paying musicians. 

 -  Memorial service will be part of the worship on May 27.  

 -  Also noted and agreed that we are all glad to see the 11:15 ignite service 

grow but understand the musicians desire to take the summer off due to 

limited availability and plans. It was suggested that should thank the musi-

cians with card and gift cards. No formal vote or decisions was made. 

 

10. Pastoral transition planning 

-  Celebrate Jerrys time as interim pastor – possibly a potluck meal 

-  Jessica will continue email conversations with Jeff for summer plans/

welcoming 

Pastor Jeff prayed us out and encouraged the team to “Think about the next steps”. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 16, 2018 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Minutes submitted by Kelsey Tretter & Judy Christy 
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Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Interim Pastor: .................................................. Reverend Jerry Bass 
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: ................................................ Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 12 
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs 
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.  

 

 

For our Prayers --- 
 

 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Valley 4000: Vivian and Ole Dahlen, Kyle Whitcomb’s 

mother 

At Country Estates: Verle Ralston 

At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol 

At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, and 

  Charlene Kotts 

At Mapleview Memory Care: Phyllis Sand, Del Kindem  

At Parkwood Place: Helen Teske 

 

Those in Their Own Homes: 

Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, 

 Shirley Hoff, Iris Root, Carolyn Strand, Marijo Whitcomb’s  

 mother and father. 

 

If there are people, joys, or concerns that you would like to have included in 

this monthly prayer list, please email details to gfwesley@midconetwork.com. 

Please obtain permission to share. 

 
 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep 

up with what's 

going on at Wesley 

 


